
Who was Maria Montessori?

Admissions 

The Children’s House

Children may be admitted to 
the Children’s House at about 
3 years, and may remain at the
school until they are 6. 

The school encompasses the
Foundation Stage recommended
by the DfES, within the
Montessori framework. 

Montessori Elementary

Children may be admitted to the
Elementary School from the age
of 6 provided that they have
attended an AMI Montessori
Children’s House up to this point. 

For application and admission
procedures, see enclosed sheet.

Maria Montessori was born in Italy in 1870 and died in Holland in
1952, after a lifetime devoted to the study of child development.

Dr Montessori was a true pioneer. The first woman to qualify in Italy as
a doctor of medicine, she became increasingly interested in the needs
of children. By 1900 she was Professor of Pedagogy at the University
of Rome. Her early work centred on women’s rights and social reform
and evolved to encompass a totally innovative approach to education.
Her success in Italy led to international recognition, and for over 40
years she travelled all over the world, lecturing, writing and
establishing training programmes. In later years,”Educate for Peace”
became a guiding principle which underpinned her work.

The Montessori method was widely acclaimed and accepted. It was
soon imitated, often by well-meaning people who did not have the
time or the opportunity to study the system in depth.

As a consequence AMI’s work is to promote a true understanding 
of what is perhaps more a science than a philosophy, and to maintain
the high standards Dr Montessori insisted on.

Board of Directors

David Causer F.C.A.
Caroline E. Doggart M.A. (Dutch)
Muriel Dwyer Dip. Ed., Mont. Int. Dip. (A.M.I.)
Silvana Montanaro Quattrocchi M.D. (Italian)
Jean Nugent B.A. (Dublin), Mont. Int. Dip. (A.M.I.)
Matina Pageais M.A. Music (Belgian), Mont. Int. Dip. (A.M.I.)
Theo Pageais B.A. Soc., Dip. Inst. MSN (Belgian)
Hilla Patell L.R.A.M., Mont. Int. Dip. (A.M.I.)
Isabel Raphael M.A. (Cantab.)
Asma Rawji Mont. Int. Dip. (A.M.I.)
Nicholas Service A.Inst.I.B.
Penny Wild B.A., Dip. Ed. (Leics.)

Director of Training & School:

Lynne Lawrence B.A. (Open) Mont. Int. Dip. (A.M.I.)



The Montessori Day

At the Children's House each child develops at his or her own pace, in the
prepared Montessori environment with the specially designed Montessori
materials. Children are encouraged not to compare themselves with others but
to do their very best every day. There will be an atmosphere of calm as children
concentrate on what they are doing for surprisingly long periods of time.
Children work individually, or in a group with a friend. The morning session
should last for a full three hours in which there is no fixed time-table. Groups
occur spontaneously rather than at fixed times every day.

Activities cover all aspects of child development, intellectual, physical and social.
Each activity is complete in itself, and activities are inter-related. We provide the
children with achievable challenges throughout their time at the school, so that 
self-esteem is nurtured and they are encouraged to even greater exploration
and learning. 

Classes in the school always maintain a mixed age group. Older children gain in
confidence and reinforce their knowledge through helping those younger than
themselves, and the younger children learn through watching the older ones. 
The mixed age group builds awareness of others in a community.
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Areas of Learning

Mathematics

Montessori mathematics materials enable even a
very young child to achieve a natural appreciation
of mathematical concepts through his or her own
efforts. This avoids the mental blocks which so
often occur in children faced with purely abstract
concepts. Specially designed equipment helps
children to grasp concrete ideas along with
sensory experience of numbers, quantities and
mathematical operations. Gradually children can
move confidently to complete abstract
mathematical problems. Many Montessori
educated children leave the Children's House with
a genuine love of numbers and mathematics.

Language

In the Children's House children learn to 
express themselves. The freedom offered to the
children creates many opportunities for them to
communicate with their peers and the adults. 
We emphasise the development of vocabulary
based on real experiences and the early
preparation required for reading and writing.
Advanced activities take the child well beyond 
the basic skills into reading and writing for
interpretation, creativity and pleasure.

Cultural Exploration of the World Around

The Montessori approach covers a wide range 
of subjects which reflect the broad interests of
young children. The Montessori environment
stimulates these interests and extends knowledge
and understanding of art and crafts, geography,
history, music and science and the natural world.
Cultures from around the world are explored 
and celebrated.

Lunch

Children are invited to stay 
for lunch when they are ready,
usually some time around the
fourth birthday. This is a
communal meal and an integral
part of the school day. Food is
either cooked on the premises
or provided by caterers
specialising in appetising and
wholesome food.

Parental Involvement

The Staff at the Children's
House recognise the
importance of partnership with
parents in all aspects of their
child's development. Parental
involvement in the life of the
school includes parent
evenings, observation visits
and termly individual
appointments with the Head.
Parents also share with us their
special expertise, from 'being 
a policeman' to 'wearing a
kimono', from 'celebrating
Diwali' to 'playing the
trombone'. We welcome 
such participation
enthusiastically and are 
always open to suggestions!

Practical Life

Young children have a strong urge to become independent. Practical Life activities
help them to perfect the skills they need in daily life. Whilst learning essential life
skills, the children are also developing hand-eye co-ordination and the capacity to
focus their attention for the entirety of an activity. Successful completion of such
tasks gives children a real sense of their own achievement, and this builds their 
self-confidence.

Sensorial Exploration

Children are vividly aware of the world, constantly exploring it and taking in
impressions through all their senses. The sensorial materials encourage children to
order and classify the physical properties of the world they live in. These activities
stimulate and develop the senses, refining children’s powers of observation,
perception, exploration and communication.
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Montessori Education continues beyond the age of 6. We offer a full and
comprehensive education up to the age of 11 at our Elementary School,
which shares premises with the Maria Montessori School Hampstead. 
This is open to children who have attended a Montessori Children’s 
House up to this point. 

These children will have developed independence of thought and 
action, confidence, intellectual curiosity, concentration, self-discipline 
and enthusiasm for learning. Such traits enable them to transfer with 
ease to the Elementary class, where they are encouraged to build on
these strengths. 

Montessori Elementary meets the changing needs of the children as they
grow up, and responds to their expanding view of the world around them.
At this stage, children are ready for more complex work as they move
towards abstract ways of thinking. Many new materials are introduced 
as they develop their imagination to embrace concepts beyond their
immediate environment. 

The curriculum is interdisciplinary and academically challenging. It covers
the full range of subjects required by the National Curriculum while
maintaining essential Montessori principles, and much emphasis is placed
on the interconnection between different areas of study. Children work
individually and in groups, on projects and themes that spark their
interest. The teacher’s role is to guide them in their research, and to
provide information in such a way that they learn to make full use of
a library, reference books and the worldwide web. 



Core subjects include English, mathematics, science, geography and history.
Integrated with these are activities such as art, drama, games, and music, for
all Montessorians are committed to the development of the whole child.

The Elementary School promotes a full understanding of the human, natural
and scientific world. This awareness grows not only through intellectual
knowledge and understanding, but through sensitivity to all manifestations
of life that evoke wonder, awe and respect. Montessori education shows
children how all life is interdependent, and instills in them the confidence
and spirit of enquiry that lead to life-long exploration and learning. 

Elementary pupils go on 
to both independent and
maintained secondary schools
where their knowledge and
learning skills are valued and
admired. Recent offers at 11+
have included academically
distinguished London schools.
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Staff

The Staff all hold AMI (Association
Montessori Internationale)
Montessori Diplomas and are 
trained to maintain these principles.

Equal Opportunities Policy

The Maria Montessori Children's
House operates an Equal
Opportunities Policy. Our work is
greatly enriched by the distinctive
contribution made by people of
differing backgrounds and
experience. We benefit from
difference and diversity within 
the school.

Special Educational Needs Policy

The school has a Special Needs
Policy which follows the DfES Code
of Practice on the Identification 
and Assessment of Special
Educational Needs. We work in
partnership with the parents in the
interests of the children.

Disability Discrimination Act

The school acts with regard to the
Disability Discrimination Act. 

All policies are outlined in the 
Parent Handbook which is available
upon registration.
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